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A Heartfelt Tribute to our Visionary Leaders
"We are the people who consider the river as mother...
We see every river as a form of mother"

-Hon’ble Prime Minister

We express our deepest respect and sincere gratitude to the Hon’ble Prime Minister
of India, Shri Narendra Modi, whose vision for a water-secure nation has
transformed the way India perceives, protects, and manages its rivers. His national
mission on river rejuvenation, conservation, and sustainable freshwater
development has inspired policies, partnerships, and scientific advancements that
strengthen India’s water future.
 
 We also proudly acknowledge the dynamic and dedicated leadership of the
Ministry of Jal Shakti, whose consistent guidance and national initiatives continue to
strengthen India’s commitment to integrated water management.
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This year’s focal theme, “Global Partnerships & River
Finance for Sustainable Future: The Yamuna Diary,”
emphasized the urgency of institutional collaboration,
innovative financing, watershed resilience, nature-based
solutions, and the integration of ESG principles into blue
economy frameworks. The four Action Tracks enriched the
Congress with multi-sectoral perspectives on river
rejuvenation, watershed governance, sustainable river-
based economies, and the role of industries and PSUs in
strengthening ESG-driven outcomes.
I take this opportunity to extend my deepest gratitude to
the distinguished dignitaries and esteemed guests whose
insights elevated IRC4. I express my sincere appreciation to
Shri Gopal Krishna Agarwal, National Spokesperson for
Economic Affairs, BJP and Board Director, BPCL & Bank of
Baroda; Shri Nitin Khade, IAS, Joint Secretary, Department
of Land Resources, Government of India; and Ms. Mugdha
Sinha, IAS, Managing Director, India Tourism
Development Corporation (ITDC), Ministry of Tourism,
Government of India—whose presence and contributions
enriched the Congress profoundly. I am also grateful to Dr.
M. Mohapatra, Director General, India Meteorological
Department; Mr. Rajiv R. Mishra, Former Director
General, Namami Gange; Dr. Ranbir Singh, Chairman,
Brahmaputra Board; Prof. V. K. Sharma, Senior Professor,
IIPA; Mr. Kenji Matsuno, Embassy of Japan; Mr. D.P.
Mathuria, Central Water Commission; Mr. Peeyush Gupta,
NMCG; and all respected speakers, experts, and delegates
who shared their knowledge with remarkable commitment.
I also thank our partner institutions, including NMCG,
Brahmaputra Board, NECTAR, IIPA, IIC New Delhi, and
our many technical and strategic contributors whose
support made IRC4 both substantive and impactful. The
signing of key MoUs, the launch of the International
Institute of River Affairs (IIRA), and the inauguration of
the Indian Journal of River Affairs mark significant
forward strides in SAIARD’s mission to build a strong,
research-driven, and action-oriented river governance
ecosystem.

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
Chairperson, SAIARD Group

-Dr. Biswajit Roy Chowdhury
 Chairperson, SAIARD Group

 South Asian Institute for Advanced Research and Development (SAIARD)

My heartfelt appreciation goes to all delegates from across
India and abroad, our collaborating institutions, our media
partners, and the entire SAIARD family for their dedication
in delivering this event with excellence.
Rivers are not merely natural systems—they are our
heritage, our responsibility, and our shared future. As
Chairperson of SAIARD Group, I reaffirm our unwavering
commitment to fostering sustainable river governance,
scientific innovation, institutional partnerships, and a
people-centric river future for India and beyond.

It gives me immense pride to present this Presidential
Message for the 4th International River Congress
(IRC4) held on 6 November 2025 at the India
International Centre, New Delhi. Rivers remain the
lifelines of civilization—nurturing biodiversity,
sustaining livelihoods, shaping cultures, and driving
economic transitions, reminding us that the
stewardship of our rivers is both a profound duty and
a defining opportunity for our nation.
Over the years, the International River Congress has
evolved into a distinguished and unique knowledge
platform: the first edition in Kolkata reflected on
civilizational and ecological river narratives; the
second edition in Kathmandu deepened the discourse
on transboundary cooperation in South Asia; the
third edition in Colombo explored ancient water
heritage and integrated water resource management;
and now, the fourth edition in New Delhi brings
focused attention to the Yamuna River—transforming
a long-standing urban ecological crisis into an
opportunity for global learning, collaborative
partnerships, and collective rejuvenation. As India
faces growing challenges of pollution, river
degradation, climate variability, and rapid
urbanization, IRC4 served as an essential platform to
unite policymakers, technocrats, scientists,
academicians, industry leaders, development
partners, NGOs, and young researchers to collectively
rethink the future of river governance.
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“If the Earth is a Mother, then Rivers are her Veins.” – Amit Kalantri 

Rivers are the lifeline of all civilizations as they provide a plethora of life giving benefits .They have
encouraged human kind to establish major human civilizations and their cities . Mostly in many
countries rivers are worshiped as their sacred mother for they nurture us with life giving fresh
water. As we look from pre-historic times all civilizations were established and flourished near
rivers. It had played significant role in agriculture, transport and trade and thereby in the
advancement human civilization. Rivers are an element of the hydrological cycle in which water
collects via precipitation and its intensity expands as it collects more water from the many
tributaries that feeds its drainage system. All rivers initiate from the apex point in an area and
thereby flow downstream being born of snow rainwater or underground reserves. Rivers run
through our history and folklore, and link us to people and their civilizations. They nourish and
refresh us and provide a home to dazzling varieties of fish, wildlife trees and myriad varieties of
plants. Be it the Amazon, the Mississippi or our very own indigenous, sacred ever flowing Ganges,
every river has a unique identity and a character of its own which flows not just past landscapes,
but through our cultures and rituals resonating with a tingling, sensation, vibrating and exciting
every cell of the body when we witness its magnificence and grandeur , as it flows .Our minds and
souls begin to rejoice and rejuvenate ,refreshed and purified and devoid of any fatigue. They are
life giving and nourishing life in all its varied forms therefore should be cared for with utmost
reverence and affection. But what do we actually do to save the extinction of rivers or to take
care of the rivers which needs rejuvenation? How many people actually feel that we should really
do something to save our rivers! Even if we think, have we taken any measures? If we have taken
any measures, do other people know about that? If they know, do they have any suggestions!!!
May be they have, but they don’t know that where to reach out with their ideas! Considering the
significance of rivers and the consequences mankind will experience in near future if negligent
now South Asian Institute for Advance Research & Development (SAIARD) is dedicated to the
cause of conservation, restoration and protecting our largest ever flowing freshwater sources
.The “International River Congress!” is endeavor on our behalf to bring together scientists &
stakeholders who actually research for the wellbeing of rivers from all over India. All will come
together on a single platform to share, enhance and deliberate with their ideas. It will be a
platform where they can discuss and deliberate about River Basin Management, livelihoods of the
people who live on the adjoining river banks and floodplains, river economies which promote
economic sustenance. This seminar will also be an assembly of manifestos where the stake holders
can share their views or the steps they have taken till date for management of river bank erosion,
river rejuvenation & riverine ecosystem sustenance this will pave the path for integrated and
sustainable planning in future. This colloquium will be an open stage for all those mindful souls who
actually care about the River Sustainability & Development and want to create awareness to
protect the rivers. SAIARD is dedicated to the cause and sincerely desires that this convention will
help us toraise awareness and save countless numbers of rivers from obliteration.

The Congress
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Aims & Objectives

Concept

FOCAL THEME: 
GLOBAL PARTNERSHIPS & RIVER FINANCE FOR

SUSTAINABLE FUTURE: THE YAMUNA DIARY
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 FELICITATION
 SPECIAL ADDRESSES 
AWRADS AND RECOGNITION
Inauguration & launch the logo and the
website of the International Institute of
River Affairs (IIRA)
ACTION TRACKS
Valedictory Session

The Beginning
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Keynote Address by 

Special Address by 

Dr. Ranbir Singh, IAS (R) Chairman,
Brahmaputra Board, MOJS, Govt of India

ADDRESS BY THE GUESTS OF HONOUR

Dr. Singh emphasized that Rivers are not merely natural
resources but vital lifelines that sustain energy, ecology,
and human civilization. Drawing attention to the
recurring pollution of the Yamuna during Chhath Puja, he
called for a structured and accountable framework to
manage such challenges. He highlighted the urgent need
for capacity building, organized dialogue, collaborative
partnerships, and dedicated funding mechanisms. Dr.
Singh reminded that while people have rights over rivers,
rivers too possess intrinsic rights that must be respected
and protected.

Dr. V K sharma, Sr. Professor, Indian Institute of
Public Administration (IIPa)

Prof. Sharma echoed similar sentiments, stressing that
every river and tributary holds ecological significance as
part of a larger living system. Based on his 35 years of
observation of the Yamuna and Delhi’s pollution crisis, he
noted that the issue extends beyond government capacity—
it demands collective action from NGOs, industry, and
individual citizens alike. Acknowledging the achievements
of the Namami Gange program’s five pillars, he
underscored the importance of improving both the quality
and quantity of water resources through sustained
collaboration and social-scientific engagement.
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Mr. Kenji Matsuno, Counselor (Economic
Affairs), Embassy of Japan in India

Special Address by 

Mr. Kenji Matsuao has presented The sustainable river basin
management on Tama river Tokiyo. He also highlighted
that pollutants discharge into the river from the river sided
industries. He also elaborate how education activities are
important to restore rivers and he explained how we
conserve water through underground storage in public
facilities and retention function of agricultural land
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Awards & Recognition 

Best River Governance Award

Brahmaputra Board,
Ministry of Jal Shakti,

Govt. of India

National Dam Safety
Authority, Govt. of

India

Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Port, Kolkata, Ministry of

Ports, Shipping and
Waterways, Government

of India
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Department of
Geography, Chatra

Ramai Pandit
Mahavidyalaya

(Bankura University,
West Bengal)

Best Nature-Based Solution Award

Institute of Eminence Award (For Capacity
Building in River Affairs)

Indian Institute of
Public Administration

(IIPA), Govt. of India 

Awards & Recognition 

Dr. Sucheta Mukherjee,
Assistant Professor,

Department of
Geography, Sripat

Singh College, Jiaganj,
Murshidabad, West

Bengal

River-Based Livelihood Development Award
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Awards & Recognition 

Dishari Sankolpo

Jalangi Nadi Samaj  

Save River Campaign Award

Dr. Abhisek Saha,
Assistant Professor,

Department of
Geography, Chatra

Ramai Pandit
Mahavidyalaya

(Bankura University),
Bankura, West Bengal

River Stewardship Award
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Dr. Vimal Khawas,
Professor, Special

Centre for the Study
of North East India,

Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU), New

Delhi

Awards & Recognition 

Prof. S R Basu Memorial Award
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launch the logo and the website of
 the International Institute of River Affairs (IIRA)

Inauguration of the Indian Journal 
of River Affairs by SAIARD-IIRA

WWW.IIRA.ORG.IN



MoU Signing Event

A key highlight of the International River Congress was the signing of an
MoU between SAIARD and the Brahmaputra Board. This partnership
marks an important step towards collaborative work on river
management, flood control, and sustainable development in the
Brahmaputra basin. The agreement showcased the conference’s role in
bringing institutions together for research, capacity building, and
improved river governance. It added significant value to the event by
turning dialogue into actionable cooperation.

A key highlight of the International
River Congress was the signing of an
MoU between NECTAR and RSIGST.
This partnership represents a
significant step toward advancing
collaborative efforts in river science,
geo-spatial technology, and
sustainable watershed management.
The agreement underscored the
conference’s role in uniting
institutions for innovation, research,
and capacity building in the domain
of river governance. It further
enriched the event by transforming
discussions into meaningful, action-
oriented cooperation.



Action Tracks



ACTION TRACKS- I & II

1.The Yamuna: 
From Capital’s Crisis to a Global Model
of River Rejuvenation

2. Watershed Governance in India: 
An Integrated Approach to Empower the
Rural Livelihood & Panchayats

Action Tracks

ACTION TRACKS- III & IV

3. Rethinking River Resources: 
From the Perspective of Economic
Transition to the National Prosperity

4. ESG for Sustainable Blue Economy:
Role of Industries & Public Sector
Undertakings
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The Yamuna: From Capital’s Crisis to
a Global Model of River Rejuvenation

Concept
The Yamuna River, flowing through the heart of India’s capital,
stands as both a lifeline and a stark reminder of urban
ecological neglect. Once revered for its cultural and spiritual
significance, the river today faces severe challenges from
pollution, encroachment, and unregulated urbanization.
However, Delhi’s renewed focus on the Yamuna’s revival offers
a transformative opportunity—to turn this environmental crisis
into a global model for integrated river rejuvenation. By
combining strong governance, innovative financing,
community participation, and technological interventions, the
Yamuna can become a symbol of sustainable river restoration,
inspiring similar efforts across the world.

Action Track-I 

Objectives
To examine the key environmental, social, and policy
challenges facing the Yamuna River.
To explore innovative models of river financing,
governance, and public-private partnerships for
rejuvenation.
To highlight replicable best practices from the Yamuna’s
restoration efforts that can inform global river
management.
To promote collaborative frameworks involving
government, academia, civil society, and international
partners for long-term sustainability.

Session Address & Chair
Mr. Rajiv R. Mishra, IAS (R), Former Director
General, Namami Gange, Ministry of Jal Shakti,
Govt. of India

Key Speakers
Dr. Nupur Bahadur, Director, NMCG-TERI
CoE on Water Reuse, TERI, Chair of IWA-India
Governing Member Committee
Dr. Pradip Kumar, Scientist E,National
Institute of Hydrology, Ministry of Jal
Shakti, Govt. of India
Mr. D.P. Mathuria, Chief Engineer, Central
Water Commission, MOJS, Govt. of India
Prof. V. K. Sharma, Sr. Professor, IIPA, Govt. of
India
Dr. Indira Khurana, Chairperson, Indian
Himalayan River Basins Council; Vice
Chairperson, Tarun Bharat Sangh; &
Director, Coastal Salinity Prevention Cell



Mr. Rajiv R. Mishra, IAS (R), Former Director General,
Namami Gange, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Govt. of India

Session Address & Chair

Key Speakers
Dr. Nupur Bahadur, Director, NMCG-TERI CoE on Water Reuse, TERI,
Chair of IWA-India Governing Member Committee

Mr. Mishra emphasized that river management is a
multidisciplinary field. He explained the evolution
from the pre–Namami Gange to post–Namami Gange
phases and identified urbanization as the main cause
of the Yamuna’s degradation in Delhi. He advocated
for involving youth, technology, public awareness,
better management, ecological restoration, increased
river flow, and flagship projects to revive the river.

Action Track-I 

Dr.Bahadur discussed her extensive involvement in
Yamuna projects and highlighted that the river’s
challenges stem not only from monsoon patterns
but also from cultural interventions. She noted that
river pollution is a global issue driven largely by
human activities and stressed the need for nature-
based solutions to improve water quality.

Key Speakers

Dr. Pradip Kumar, Scientist E,National Institute of
Hydrology, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Govt. of India

Dr. Pradeep Kumar presented strategies for
maintaining environmental flow (E-flow) from the
Hathnikund Barrage to sustain the Yamuna ecosystem.
He pointed out critical issues such as water scarcity in
the upper basin and river fragmentation. Based on
field surveys, he recommended enhancing irrigation
efficiency, regulating groundwater use, and creating
storage facilities.



Key Speakers
Prof. V. K. Sharma, Sr. Professor, IIPA, Govt. of India

Prof. Sharma underscored the importance of capacity
building and stakeholder mapping. He called for
developing models, engaging private sectors and
NGOs, integrating disaster management, ensuring
proper urban planning, and introducing structured
training modules.

Action Track-I 

Mr. D.P. Mathuria, Chief Engineer, Central Water
Commission, MOJS, Govt. of India

Key Speakers

Mr. Mathuria showcased maps of the existing
Ganga–Yamuna system and provided updates on
ongoing projects, including the Lakhwar Project
(Dehradun), Renukaji Project (Himachal Pradesh),
and Kisau Multipurpose Project, among 11 other
active initiatives.

Key Speakers
Dr. Indira Khurana, Chairperson, Indian Himalayan River Basins
Council; Vice Chairperson, Tarun Bharat Sangh; & Director, Coastal
Salinity Prevention Cell

Dr. Indira Khurana concluded by highlighting
the interdependence of rivers and groundwater.
She emphasized the need for decentralized
water management practices to achieve long-
term sustainability.



Action Track-II 
Watershed Governance in India: An Integrated Approach to
Empower the Rural Livelihood & Panchayats

Concept
Watershed governance in India lies at the core of
sustainable rural development, linking natural
resource management with community
empowerment. Effective watershed management
ensures water security, soil conservation, and
climate resilience—directly influencing
agricultural productivity and rural livelihoods.
Integrating Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) into
watershed planning and implementation fosters
local ownership, accountability, and long-term
sustainability. By adopting an integrated and
participatory approach, watershed governance
can serve as a powerful mechanism to strengthen
rural economies, enhance ecological balance, and
empower local self-governance.

Objectives
To promote integrated watershed management
as a tool for rural livelihood enhancement and
environmental sustainability.
To strengthen the role of Panchayati Raj
Institutions in participatory decision-making
and governance of local water resources.
To identify innovative practices and
technologies for sustainable land and water
management in rural areas.
To develop policy recommendations that bridge
community-based resource governance with
national development priorities.

Session Address & Chair

Mr. Nitin Khade, IAS, Joint Secretary, DOLR,
Government of India

 Key Panelists

Dr. Ranjit Deka, FIE, Deputy Chief Engineer,
Assam and Director, NEHARI, Brahmaputra
Board, Govt. of India
Mr. Manu Bhatnagar, Principal Director,
Natural Heritage Division, Indian National
Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage 
Mr. Sameer Shukla, National Dam Safety
Authority, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Government
of India



Mr. Nitin Khade, IAS, Joint Secretary, DOLR, Government of India

Session Address & Chair

Key Speakers

Mr. Nitin Khade presented on the Watershed Development
Programme under the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Vikas Yojana
He highlighted key issues such as desertification, land
degradation, and the importance of soil conservation and
moisture management to restore ecological balance and
improve agricultural productivity.

Dr. Ranjit Deka discussed the specific challenges of
watershed management in Assam and the North-Eastern
region, identifying earthquakes as a major concern
affecting watershed stability. He emphasized the need for
capacity building, good governance, and public awareness
to strengthen local watershed management systems.

Dr. Ranjit Deka, FIE, Deputy Chief Engineer, Assam and Director,
NEHARI, Brahmaputra Board, Govt. of India

Action Track-II 

Key Speakers

Mr. Manu Bhatnagar, Principal Director, Natural Heritage
Division, Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage 

Mr. Bhatnagar elaborated on the concept of a water
budget for effective watershed management. He
stressed that river conservation efforts should be
integrated with basin-level planning, technological
applications, and community awareness to achieve
long-term sustainability.



Key Speakers
Mr. Sameer Shukla, National Dam Safety Authority, Ministry of Jal
Shakti, Government of India

Mr. Shukla focused on watershed governance and the
Dam Safety Act.  He shared insights from the Indira
Sagar Project, illustrating its impacts on watershed
systems. He also mentioned the Dharma Portal of NPSA
and identified issues such as dam leakage, percolation,
and seepage problems, calling for better monitoring and
maintenance.

Action Track-II 



Action Track-III 

RETHINKING RIVER: FROM THE PERSPECTIVE
OF ECONOMIC DIVERSITY TO THE NATIONAL

PROSPERITY
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Rivers have always been the cradle of civilizations and the arteries of economic growth. In the 21st century,
rethinking the river from the lens of a sustainable river economy is crucial to achieving long-term national

prosperity. Beyond their ecological significance, rivers hold immense potential as drivers of tourism, culture,
energy, agriculture, transportation, and regional development. River-based tourism and cultural heritage

corridors can create vibrant local economies while promoting conservation and community participation.
Hydropower and inland navigation can support clean energy transitions and trade, while the preservation of
river ecosystems ensures resilience against climate change and resource depletion. This roundtable aims to

reposition rivers not merely as natural resources but as economic lifelines—integrating environmental
sustainability with socio-economic growth and policy innovation.

To explore the
multifaceted role of
rivers in advancing
tourism, cultural
heritage, and creative
economies.

To identify strategies for
integrating river-based
energy, navigation, and
agricultural development
into sustainable
economic planning.

To promote inter-sectoral
collaboration among
government, industry,
academia, and communities
for inclusive and resilient
river management.

To highlight the river’s
contribution to national
GDP and its potential to
shape India’s long-term
economic and ecological
prosperity

Session Address & Chair

Ms. Mugdha Sinha, IAS, Managing Director, ITDC, Ministry of
Tourism, Govt. of India

 Key Panelists

Mr. Amit Bhardwaj, Deputy Advisor, Tourism Division, NITI Aayog,
Govt. of India
Mr. Anssi Mikola, Founder Director, RiverRecycle, Finland
Dr. Anitha K. Sharma, Scientist and Former Diplomat in Urban
and Water Sector, Denmark
Dr Ankita Menon, Consultant, Indo Nordic Water Forum



Ms. Mugdha Sinha, IAS, Managing Director, ITDC, Ministry of
Tourism, Govt. of India

Session Address & Chair

Action Track-III 

Ms. Sinha emphasized that rivers must be recognized not only as
natural resources but also as cultural entities deeply connected to
people’s identity and heritage. She highlighted the need for
strong policy advocacy to protect rivers while promoting cultural
tourism and sustainable development. According to her, rivers
hold rich mythological and traditional significance, which can be
used to build a model of balanced growth where people, planet,
culture, and prosperity go hand in hand. She stressed that the
local community should be at the heart of river conservation,
ensuring that development is inclusive, respectful, and beneficial
for both the environment and society.

Key Speakers
Mr. Amit Bhardwaj, Deputy Advisor, Tourism Division,

NITI Aayog, Govt. of India

Mr. Bhardwaj highlighted the importance of restoring old and
traditional ghats to attract visitors and preserve cultural heritage.
He emphasized creating a holistic model that integrates religious
tourism, cultural tourism, and spiritual tourism so that
riverfronts become vibrant spaces for both devotees and tourists.
According to him, reviving these historic ghats can strengthen
local identity, boost tourism, and promote sustainable, culturally
rooted development.

Key Speakers
Mr. Anssi Mikola, Founder Director,
RiverRecycle, Finland

Mr. Mikola focused on the urgent need to keep rivers clean from
plastic pollution, highlighting how the current linear economy
contributes significantly to marine and freshwater
contamination. He emphasized the importance of adopting a
circular economy model to reduce waste at the source and
prevent plastics from entering water bodies. He showcased
innovative technologies that remove plastic from rivers,
demonstrating practical solutions for cleaner waterways. His
message stressed that circular business models are essential for
long-term environmental protection and sustainable
river management.



Key Speakers
Dr. Anitha K. Sharma, Scientist and Former Diplomat in Urban

and Water Sector, Denmark

Action Track-III 

Dr. Sharma emphasized that the river economy is not
dependent only on large rivers; small rivers and
tributaries also play a crucial role. He highlighted that
these smaller water systems support local livelihoods,
biodiversity, and regional development, and therefore
must receive equal attention in planning, conservation,
and policy-making.

Key Speakers

Dr Ankita Menon, Consultant, Indo Nordic Water Forum

Dr. Ankita Menon focussing on transformation of
domestic and industrial wastewater operations with
oxidation, chemical freeness.suggesting energy
efficiency. She introduced nanobubbles technology to
reduce water pollution.



ESG for Sustainable Blue Economy: Role of
Industries & Public Sector Undertakings

Concept

The blue economy, encompassing the sustainable
use of ocean, river, and coastal resources, is
emerging as a key driver of economic growth,
environmental stewardship, and social well-being.
Integrating Environmental, Social, and Governance
(ESG) principles into this domain is essential to
balance development with ecological integrity. The
theme “ESG for Sustainable Blue Economy: Role of
Industries & Public Sector Undertakings” highlights
the need for responsible corporate and institutional
action in preserving aquatic ecosystems while
advancing innovation, investment, and job creation.
It underscores how industries and PSUs can lead
through green technologies, circular resource use,
transparent governance, and inclusive community
engagement.

Objectives

To promote ESG-aligned strategies for sustainable
industrial operations within blue economy sectors.
To explore the role of PSUs in driving green
transitions, pollution control, and resource
efficiency.
To develop frameworks for ESG reporting and
accountability in water-based industries
To foster partnerships between government,
industry, and communities for a resilient and
equitable blue economy.

Action Track-IV 

Session Address & Chair

Mr. Surojit Bose, Sr. Fellow, Sustainability

Div., SAIARD, Former Director, PWC & Coca

Cola

Key Panelists
MR.Ajay gupta,DFCCIL, Govt. of India

Ms. Shailly Gupta, Senior Manager for

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and

Sustainability, Coca-Cola

Prof. (Dr.) Deeksha Katyal, Professor, Guru

Gobind Singh Indraprastha University

Mr. Ashish Bharadwaj, Program Lead,

Alliance for Water Stewardship

Mr. Indranil Bose, Senior Consultant- MDBs



Session Address & Chair

Key Speakers
MR.Ajay gupta,DFCCIL, Govt. of India

Action Track-IV 

Mr. Surojit Bose, Sr. Fellow, Sustainability Div., SAIARD, Former
Director, PWC & Coca Cola

Mr. Bose highlighted the urgent need to strengthen the
sustainable blue economy, emphasizing that healthy rivers
and oceans are essential for long-term economic growth.
He stressed improving water sanitation systems to reduce
pollution and protect aquatic ecosystems. Bose also
discussed the importance of understanding our global
environmental footprint, urging countries to adopt
responsible resource management, reduce waste, and
promote circular practices. Overall, he called for
collaborative action to protect water bodies and ensure a
resilient, sustainable future.

Mr. Gupta highlighted the need to focus on the “Road
to Rain” approach in climate change mitigation. He
discussed how their DFC (Dedicated Freight Corridor)
project helps reduce CO₂ emissions, lower
environmental impact, and contribute to climate-
resilient infrastructure development.

Key Speakers
Ms. Shailly Gupta, Senior Manager for Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) and Sustainability, Coca-Cola

Ms. Gupta emphasized the need for regional-level
tracking facilities to monitor water systems and
environmental actions more effectively. She
highlighted that collective action is only possible when
multiple organizations collaborate and share
information, working together toward sustainable water
management and environmental resilience.



Key Speakers
Prof. (Dr.) Deeksha Katyal, Professor, Guru Gobind Singh

Indraprastha University

Dr. Deeksha Katyal stressed the need to strengthen skill
development programs, especially those connected to
environmental technologies. She highlighted the
importance of experimentation and innovation in the
environmental sector and emphasized focusing on town-
level technological solutions that improve environmental
quality.

Action Track-IV 

Key Speakers
Mr. Indranil Bose, Senior Consultant- MDBs

Key Speakers
Mr. Ashish Bharadwaj,Program Lead, Alliance for Water Stewardship

Mr. Bhardwaj emphasized the importance of local
leadership and strong partnerships for effective river and
environmental management. He highlighted the need for
a standard-based approach to ensure quality and
consistency in all interventions. Bhardwaj discussed
identifying key stakeholders, collecting catchment-level
data, and understanding risks to design better solutions.
He stressed capacity building for communities and
institutions, and encouraged creating a collective action
circle where all stakeholders work together continuously
for sustainable outcomes.

Mr. Bose focused on the importance of promoting water
transport as a cleaner and more sustainable mode of
movement. He also suggested creating dedicated
financial institutions to support water-based
infrastructure, environmental projects, and long-term
river management initiatives.



VALEDICTORY
SESSION

#IRC4

Special Address by

Dr. M. Mohapatra, Director General, India Meteorological
Department, Govt. of India 

Dr. Mohapatra stressed the urgent need
for networking and collaboration
among stakeholders to address river-
related challenges. He highlighted that
every country depends on its natural
ecosystems, and in India, rivers support
life, livelihoods, industries, the
economy, and even the roots of ancient
civilization. Therefore, it is our
responsibility to conserve, preserve,
and keep rivers clean. He also discussed
the growing impacts of climate change,
the complexities of interlinking river
systems, and how heavy rainfall in
upper catchments causes downstream
flooding. He called for a holistic and
integrated approach to river
management for long-
term sustainability.



Mr. Peeyush Gupta, RTIS, National Mission for Clean
Ganga, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Govt. of India

Shri Gopal Krishna Agarwal, National Spokesperson for
Economic Affairs, BJP, Board Director, Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Limited and Bank of Baroda, GB Member, ICSI,
Founder and President of the Jaladhikar Foundation

 Address by Special Guest

Shri Gopal Krishna Agarwal ji emphasized
that rivers are vital for India, supporting life,
culture, and economic growth. He highlighted
that effective river management requires
proper individual implementation and a
sense of generational equity, ensuring that
future generations inherit clean and healthy
rivers. He stated that no single policy can
solve everything, and success depends on
positive thinking, stakeholder collaboration,
partnerships, and individual participation.

Agarwal ji noted that policy interventions
help significantly, but achieving sustainable
development, including clean water and
sanitation, needs continuous effort. He added
that the Indian Constitution recognizes water
as a fundamental element, encouraging social
initiatives and responsible governance. He
acknowledged that the government, especially
under Modi ji, has taken major steps, but
more funding, collaboration, social stock
exchanges, and entrepreneurship are essential
to strengthen progress in river conservation
and water management.

Mr. Gupta stated that people today
have a much better understanding of
the importance of water, and he
praised SAIARD for its major role in
creating this awareness. He
highlighted the remarkable journey
of SAIARD—from West Bengal to
Delhi—and appreciated how the
institution successfully brought
together dignitaries, stakeholders,
industrialists, and government
officers on one platform. He
described this collective participation
as a significant and
commendable achievement.





Strengthening integrated river basin governance
with collaboration between government, academia,
industry, and communities.

Promoting nature-based solutions, advanced
technologies, and circular economy models for river
rejuvenation.

Empowering local bodies and communities,
especially Panchayats and youth, in watershed and
river management.

Developing sustainable river-based economic
opportunities through tourism, heritage
conservation, navigation, and clean energy.

Enhance monitoring, data systems, and climate-
resilient planning for long-term sustainability.

Converting dialogue into action through MoUs,
partnerships, capacity building, and continuous
stakeholder engagement.

KEY TAKEAWAYS / WAY FORWARD



Vote of Thanks 

Dr. Simi Mishra, 
Advisor, Institutional Capacity Building, SAIARD

Ms. Sumati Maity 
Research Associate, SAIARD-RSIGST
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	"We are the people who consider the river as mother... We see every river as a form of mother"
	-Hon’ble Prime Minister
	We express our deepest respect and sincere gratitude to the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi, whose vision for a water-secure nation has transformed the way India perceives, protects, and manages its rivers. His national mission on river rejuvenation, conservation, and sustainable freshwater development has inspired policies, partnerships, and scientific advancements that strengthen India’s water future.
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	Rivers are the lifeline of all civilizations as they provide a plethora of life giving benefits .They have encouraged human kind to establish major human civilizations and their cities . Mostly in many countries rivers are worshiped as their sacred mother for they nurture us with life giving fresh water. As we look from pre-historic times all civilizations were established and flourished near rivers. It had played significant role in agriculture, transport and trade and thereby in the advancement human civilization. Rivers are an element of the hydrological cycle in which water collects via precipitation and its intensity expands as it collects more water from the many tributaries that feeds its drainage system. All rivers initiate from the apex point in an area and thereby flow downstream being born of snow rainwater or underground reserves. Rivers run through our history and folklore, and link us to people and their civilizations. They nourish and refresh us and provide a home to dazzling varieties of fish, wildlife trees and myriad varieties of plants. Be it the Amazon, the Mississippi or our very own indigenous, sacred ever flowing Ganges, every river has a unique identity and a character of its own which flows not just past landscapes, but through our cultures and rituals resonating with a tingling, sensation, vibrating and exciting every cell of the body when we witness its magnificence and grandeur , as it flows .Our minds and souls begin to rejoice and rejuvenate ,refreshed and purified and devoid of any fatigue. They are life giving and nourishing life in all its varied forms therefore should be cared for with utmost reverence and affection. But what do we actually do to save the extinction of rivers or to take care of the rivers which needs rejuvenation? How many people actually feel that we should really do something to save our rivers! Even if we think, have we taken any measures? If we have taken any measures, do other people know about that? If they know, do they have any suggestions!!! May be they have, but they don’t know that where to reach out with their ideas! Considering the significance of rivers and the consequences mankind will experience in near future if negligent now South Asian Institute for Advance Research & Development (SAIARD) is dedicated to the cause of conservation, restoration and protecting our largest ever flowing freshwater sources .The “International River Congress!” is endeavor on our behalf to bring together scientists & stakeholders who actually research for the wellbeing of rivers from all over India. All will come together on a single platform to share, enhance and deliberate with their ideas. It will be a platform where they can discuss and deliberate about River Basin Management, livelihoods of the people who live on the adjoining river banks and floodplains, river economies which promote economic sustenance. This seminar will also be an assembly of manifestos where the stake holders can share their views or the steps they have taken till date for management of river bank erosion, river rejuvenation & riverine ecosystem sustenance this will pave the path for integrated and sustainable planning in future. This colloquium will be an open stage for all those mindful souls who actually care about the River Sustainability & Development and want to create awareness to protect the rivers. SAIARD is dedicated to the cause and sincerely desires that this convention will help us toraise awareness and save countless numbers of rivers from obliteration.
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